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Looking for a non-league football fix? Run out of things to do? Head 

over to the blog below and read what Trevor Knell has to say, you will 

find a range of articles from Step 1-6 and much more: 

www.footballwriting.blog 

 

Alternatively find me on Facebook under my company name where I 

am available for any football article writing you would like published: 

www.facebook.com/TKEnterprises2019 

 

For any queries or ideas please email me at the address below: 

tkenterprises2019@outlook.com 

 

 

‘PLEASED TO BE SUPPORTING THE  

HOPPER AND SON 2020/21 VIRTUAL FA CUP FINAL’ 

http://www.footballwriting.blog
http://www.facebook.com/TKEnterprises2019
mailto:tkenterprises2019@outlook.com


Good afternoon, 

 

Welcome to Wembley for what promises to be an exciting Hopper & Son FA Cup 

2020/21 Final between Hashtag United and Bristol Manor Farm. 

 

If you’re reading this you’re probably well aware of the competition and what it’s all about. The idea was 

spawned from a need to keep my mind active following a period of self isolation and subsequent lockdown 

resulting from the 2020 Coronavirus pandemic. It had only been a week and a half without football, but the 

knowledge that it was likely to be some time before I could go again meant that I had quite a void to fill.  

 

When I began the competition on Wednesday 18th March at the Extra Preliminary Round stage, I had no idea 

what was to follow. At 9:00am I tweeted out the first 12 matches of the competition. I wasn’t expecting there 

to be a large amount of votes but I thought anything between 10 and 20 would make for an interesting 

competition. The time of day and the fact that these matches involved the Northern section of the draw, con-

sisting of clubs we’ve not visited suggested there might not be too much interaction. However, it wasn’t long 

after the polls had gone live that Maltby Main retweeted, then so did Garforth Town, then Jarrow and then 

Yorkshire Amateurs! The votes for that first batch of games ranged between 31 and 57. Perhaps not huge 

numbers for some, but for myself, far above anything I had been expecting!  

 

Round by round, more clubs and their supporters got involved. Now, when I say getting involved I’m not just 

talking about the odd retweet here and there. Some clubs designed match day posters, some named their 

starting line-ups for each round and at Shepshed Dynamo the fantastic work of Craig Wheatley provided live 

match updates and even audio commentary highlights, with the help of Bognor Regis Town commentator Lee 

Roberts. Clubs were going all out to win their polls. It staggered me how much effort was being put in. This 

lead to some incredibly close ties as the competition wore on, with many games going down to the wire. 

Some polls seemingly ended 50/50% on my phone but actually showed as 50.6/49.4% on my laptop. This 

caused a fair amount of debate - ask Leighton Town, May & Baker or Ascot United! 

 

Before the competition kicked off, I was expecting the competition to follow a fairly familiar pattern to the 

real competition. Of course, I hadn’t reckoned on the input from the non-league sides and the general love of 

the underdog on Twitter. When the First Round threw up 20 instances of non-league teams beating Football 

League teams, I initially felt a little disillusioned. It wasn’t panning out as I had expected and I was concerned 

about the lack of realism. I was happy for some non-league sides to produce a shock. That happens, but 

twenty in one round? It’s never been heard of. I’d also hoped that one, just one, Football League team might 

participate in some form - just a mention or a retweet, perhaps, but sadly this didn’t happen. As an aside, it 

just so happened that whilst Grimsby Town were crashing out to Shepshed Dynamo, they were retweeting 

Cleethorpe Town’s plea for help in their First Round tie dumping out my team Cambridge United! 

 

On taking stock, I realised that the competition was set up in a way that rewards involvement. The sides that 

interact, deserved to progress and those that didn’t went out. The non-league sides were the lifeblood of the 

competition and it was largely thanks to their involvement that I had enjoyed running it as much as I had.  

Overall the competition has provided a welcome distraction away from all the bad things which were going 

on in the world and in my life, with redundancy looming, the loss of a loved one and general concerns about 

the future weighing on my mind. I would like to thank everyone who 

played a part in making this dis-

traction such a successful one. All 

the best and stay safe! 

 

Chris Priday 



Votes – Round by Round 

* Includes replays 

Top 20 – Most Voted on Matches 

  Match Round Votes 

1 Hashtag United vs. Liverpool Semi Final 11,598 

2 Grays Athletic vs. Hashtag United Fifth Round 2,944 

3 Boston United vs. Liverpool Fifth Round 2,920 

4 Sherwood Colliery vs. Liverpool Quarter Final 2,042 

5 Hashtag United vs. Cleethorpes Town Fourth Round 1,988 

6 Bristol Manor Farm vs. Arsenal Fifth Round 1,783 

7 Leyton Orient vs. Kirkley & Pakefield Fifth Round 1,772 

8 Wolverhampton Wanderers vs. Hashtag United Third Round 1,653 

9 Ascot United vs. Tuffley Rovers Fifth Round 1,619 

10 Hashtag United vs. Nottingham Forest Quarter Final 1,490 

11 Jersey Bulls vs. Ascot United Quarter Final 1,482 

12 Jersey Bulls vs. Shepshed Dynamo Fifth Round 1,477 

13 Kirkley & Pakefield vs. Bristol Manor Farm Quarter Final 1,452 

14 AFC Bournemouth vs. Sherwood Colliery Fifth Round 1,411 

15 Nottingham Forest vs. Portsmouth Fifth Round 1,354 

16 Bristol Manor Farm vs. Jersey Bulls Semi Final 1,202 

17 Tuffley Rovers vs. May & Baker Eastbrook C.F.C. Second Round 1,047 

18 Norwich United vs. Liverpool Fourth Round 1,046 

19 King’s Lynn Town vs. Kirkley & Pakefield Fourth Round 1,015 

20 Sutton United vs. Hashtag United Fourth  Qualifying Round 955 

Round Teams Games* Total Votes Average Votes 

Extra Preliminary Round 368 190 10,752 56.58 

Preliminary Round 320 166 16,314 98.27 

First Qualifying Round 232 118 15,947 135.14 

Second Qualifying Round 160 81 16,540 204.19 

Third Qualifying Round 80 40 15,323 383.07 

Fourth Qualifying Round 64 32 13,580 424.38 

First Round 80 40 16,393 409.82 

Second Round 40 20 11,101 555.05 

Third Round 64 32 16,355 511.09 

Fourth Round 32 16 12,508 781.75 

Fifth Round 16 8 15,280 1,910.00 

Quarter Finals 8 4 6,466 1,616.50 

Semi Finals 4 2 12,800 6,400.00 

STATS 



GK – Luke Merchant (Tuffley Rovers)  
Talented shot stopped who kept 6 
clean sheets in the competition, 
including against the likes of Ipswich 
Town and West Ham United.  
 
DF - Jonathan Le Quesne (Jersey Bulls) 
An exciting young defender who has 
looked assured at the heart of the 
Bulls’ defence during their run to the 
semi-finals. Scored the winner in the 
First Qualifying Round win over 
Hastings United. 
 
DF – Farai Tsingano (Hashtag United) 
A rock-solid central defender with a big 
future in the game, who has weighed in 
with five goals in the competition for 
high-scoring Hashtag United.  
 
DF – Lewis Flower (Kirkley & Pakefield) 
A danger in both boxes, Flower is 
another defender who has been among 
the goals during his side’s lengthy cup 
run. This included a brace in the 3-2 at 
Leyton Orient.  
 
MF - Jay Adams (Bristol Manor Farm) 
An energetic tough tackling defensive midfielder, Adams has lead by example throughout the competition 
and will deservedly get to lead his side out at Wembley in the final.  His 35-yard thunderbolt against 
Birmingham City is up there with the goals of the tournament. 
 
MF – Andi Thanoj (Boston United) 
Albanian-born central midfielder who was a dominant force in the middle as Boston United reached the Fifth 
Round disposing of Norwich City and Derby County in the process. 
 
MF – John King (Shepshed Dynamo) 
The hero of the memorable 3-0 win over Manchester City in which he scored twice, King has been a real 
danger for defenders throughout the competition having scored 10 goals. 
 
MF – Jobe Shaw (Sherwood Colliery) 
Shaw has been one of the driving forces behind his team’s impressive run to the Quarter Finals. A real leader 
who scored against both Liverpool and Newcastle United. 
 
MF – Harry Honesty – (Hashtag United)  
Turned the opening game around with a brilliant individual performance and went on to score 8 times during 
the competition including the decisive goal against Liverpool.  
 
FW – Harry Laflin (Ascot United)  
Top scorer in the competition scoring 17 of Ascot United’s 32 goals, including hat-tricks against Sandhurst 
Town and Burnham. 
 
FW – Tony Stokes (Grays Athletic)  
Racking up 15 goals throughout the competition, Stokes’ highlights include a brace in the 3-1 win at 
Chelsea and another double in the 2-0 win over Coventry City. 

TEAM OF THE COMPETITION 



Scotland international striker Brian McClair played in three FA Cup finals for Manchester United, winning 

twice, against Crystal Palace in 1990 and Chelsea in 1994, and losing once against Everton in 1995. He 

scored a number of crucial goals in the run up to their 1990 success, and although he didn’t start in the 

1994 final against Chelsea, he came off the bench in the 84th minute to score the final goal in a 4-0 win.   

What was the first FA Cup Final you can remember from when you were growing up?  

The 1st I recollect watching was the 1971 final where Charlie George scored the winner for Arsenal. Great 

sideburns, socks rolled down and the goal celebration, I was 7! 

What can you remember about your run to the final in 1990?  

We didn’t get a home tie! Nottingham Forest, Sheffield United, Hereford, Newcastle all on a Sunday! Jimmy 

Hill said we looked a beaten team in the warm up before the 3rd round tie at Forest. Fergie had heard it and 

used it before we went out. It gave us even more impetus to win. 

What was the atmosphere like amongst the players on the morning of that cup final and what sort of routine 

did you have on the day?  

Same routine as all away games - Breakfast, walk, pre-match meal. Only difference was the flowers in our 

jacket! 

What was going through your mind when you walked out of the tunnel at Wembley on FA Cup Final day?  

Great atmosphere, the noise, thinking I need to remember it all as it may be my only Wembley appearance. 

That final went to a replay which you won 1-0. Can you describe your emotions at the final whistle and what it 

felt to lift that famous trophy?  

Replay a terrible game. Palace tried to kick us out of the game. Winning was joyous, a dream fulfilled 

Fast forwarding to 1994, what can you remember about your goal against Chelsea? 

Paul Ince should have shot and I nearly missed it! 

BRIAN 

MCCLAIR 



TODAY’S  

FINALIST 



HASHTAG 

UNITED 

Hashtag United were formed as recently as 2016 by 

YouTuber Spencer Owen, a student at the University of 

Reading, with the intention of playing in charity 

matches alongside a group of friends from school and 

university.  

 

Their first recorded game was against Dream Team FC 

in March 2016 with Faisal Manji scoring their first ever 

goal en route to an eventual 3-2 win. Over the course 

of the next two years they played in friendly and 

exhibition matches as well as YouTube tournaments 

which were all filmed and uploaded to YouTube as 

they significantly grew their online following. In total 

they played over 60 football matches across 7 

different countries against a variety of teams including 

professional players, non-league players and other 

famous YouTubers. This culminated in their 

participation in the Wembley Cup in 2017 and 2018 

held at the National Stadium. Hashtag United won the 

2017 edition with a 6-1 victory over Tekkers Town in 

front of 34,172 fans but fell short one year later, 

losing in the semi-finals to Rebel FC. 

 

With their continuing success and ever growing 

fanbase, Hashtag were looking to make the next big 

step. That came in 2018 when they announced they 

would be joining the English football league system, 

following a successful application to the Football 

Association. Entering at the 10th tier (Step 6) of 

English football they became part of the newly formed 

Eastern Senior League Division 1 (South) taking their 

place alongside the likes of Halstead Town, Harwich & 

Parkeston, Benfleet and Frenford. The appointment of 

an experienced manager in Jay Devereux, former 

assistant manager at East Thurrock United, and a 

groundshare arrangement with Haringey Borough, at 

Coles Park, set the foundations for an incredibly 

successful first season. 

 

Their first ‘official’ game, away to Little Oakley, ended 

in a battling 3-2 defeat despite their leading 2-1 at 

half time. Wearing their goalkeeper kits owing to a 

colour clash, they took the lead in the 21st minute 

with Marcus Stamp heading in their first ever League 

goal from a free-kick. Despite that initial setback, a 10

-match winning streak in the league from the end of 

August put them right in amongst the front runners. 

They hit top spot with a 3-0 win at Brightlingsea 

Regent Reserves just before Christmas and never 

relinquished it. 

 

Their first title was secured in the penultimate game of 

the season when they drew 1-1 at Hackney Wick. They 

also made the semi-finals of the First Division 

Knockout Cup, losing 2-1 to eventual winners 

Harleston Town.  

 

With their promotion to Step 5 came a sideways move 

to the Essex Senior League, joining the likes of 

Clapton, Stansted and Cockfosters. Hashtag, who 

moved their groundshare to Tilbury, continued where 

they’d left off the season before. Despite suffering a 

home defeat to Southend Manor on the opening day, 

they enjoyed another 10-match winning streak to put 

them in contention at the top of the table once more. 

They also entered the FA Vase for the first time 

beating Leyton Athletic, before succumbing 3-2 to 

Frenford in the Second Qualifying Round. 

 

At the time the league was suspended in March 2020, 

Hashtag were sitting 2nd in the table, one point 

behind leaders Saffron Walden Town with three games 

in hand. 



One of Hashtag United’s original members, club 
captain and Manager’s Player of the Season for 
2018/19, Jack Harrison has had a difficult 
season, plagued by injury. However, he has 
been working his way back to fitness and could 
be in line to start in today’s Final at Wembley at 
the heart of the Tag’s defence.   
 
You’re one the original members of the Hashtag 
United squad. How did you first get involved 
with them?  
 
I've been friends with Seb since school and 
when he asked me to get involved I jumped at 
the chance - who wouldn't have wanted to have 
the opportunity to play at Premier League 
stadiums with their friends!  
 
You’ve played at Wembley before in the 
Wembley Cup. What was the experience like for 
you?  
 
It was an amazing and surreal experience - I've 
played there 3 times now with Hashtag United, 
but who's counting! The last time we played 
there we lost, let's hope for a better result when 
we play in the Hopper & Son FA Cup final!  
 
As one of the originals, who would you say is the 
best player you’ve player with during your time 
with Hashtag?  
 
That's really hard to choose, I'm giving a top 3 
instead, I'll let you make up your own order for 
them! - Scotty P - Phil Martin - Dan Brown. 
 
What has been your best moment playing for 
Hashtag United?  
 
Has to be lifting the trophy last season, what 
can top that... Maybe scoring the winner Vs 
Palmers with the Originals... it's a tough choice!  
 
Which player in your current squad would you 
describe as one to watch out for today?  
 

 
Obviously my own season was cut short when I 
was injured in July, but I would have to say 
George Smith would be the one to watch. We 
played against him last season and he was 
always a handful and has pushed on again this 
year scoring some vital goals - he gets my 
Player of the Season vote! 
 
What was the first FA Cup Final you can 
remember growing up?  
 
First FA Cup final I remember was the 
Manchester United v Chelsea game in 1994 
when I was 9. I remember watching it with my 
dad who was more a rugby fan but was made to 
watch football by me! 
 

JACK 

HARRISON 



One of Hashtag United’s more recent additions 
to their squad is experienced midfielder Kris 
Newby who arrived from Basildon United where 
he had recently been acting as interim manager. 
The former East Thurrock United, Grays Athletic 
and Tilbury player brings with him a wealth of 
experience that will no doubt prove to be an 
asset to his new club. 
 
How did your move from Basildon United earlier 
this year come about? 
 
The move was a bit out of the blue but a 
welcome surprise. I became manager of 
Basildon but we suffered a budget cut and 
everybody left the club. I had spoken to Devs 
for some advice when I was given the position 
and also spoke to him after and explained what 
happened and in that phone call I mentioned 
the offers I had received to get back playing. He 
mentioned coming over to Hashtag and I 
jumped at the chance to be honest. 
 
How have you settled in at the club?  
 
At first it was a little strange with all the 
cameras as I had never experienced that before 
but everyone was and has been great. The boys 
are superb. Even now we are still all talking and 
playing Call of Duty together as a squad and 
they have all made me enjoy football again to 
be honest. 
 
You’ve spent much of your career playing in at 
Step 3 and Step 4. How does the standard 
compare at Step 5?  
 
It’s not too dissimilar. The work rate of the 
teams in our league is the same as steps above, 
they all work hard. The only real difference is 
the quality in the final third. I feel you get 
punished for mistakes a lot more at the levels 
above than at step 5. I feel you get away with 
mistakes that perhaps you wouldn’t the higher 
up you go. 
 

What’s it like to play in front of the Hashtag 
United supporters and what can they expect from 
you on the pitch? 
 
Now I’m used to the cameras it’s superb and an 
experience I am very happy to have been given 
the chance to be involved in. All the fans that 
make it to the games are superb and all the 
ones that tune in online have been nothing but 
positive. The following we have is superb. On 
the pitch I will always give 100% and never 
stop working hard. Next season I will be a lot 
fitter and I feel will bring a lot more to the table 
than I have in the games I featured in [so far]. 
 
What was the first FA Cup Final you can 
remember growing up?  
 
Not sure if it was the first I watched but it’s the 
first one that springs to mind, West Ham v 
Liverpool when Gerard scored that absolute 
worldy! One of the best goals I’ve ever seen just 
because of what it meant and how crisp the 
strike was. 

KRIS  

NEWBY 



HASHTAG UNITED 

PEN PICS 

JAMIE JACKSON 

Known to his teammates 

as ‘the scariest man in 

football’ Hashtag’s 

experienced goalkeeper 

Jamie Jackson introduces 

the rest of the squad. 

 

 

 

 

LOUIS HAWES 

Due to his quiet demeanour 

Louis is nicknamed the 

“mouse” in the changing room, 

ironic really as he’s a cat! 

 

 

 

 

 

TIM PITMAN 

Tim “Iron man” Pitman, part 

time fitness guru, full time 

penalty hero this season. 

 

 

 

 

 

FARAI TSINGANO 

“Faz the destroyer” has 

arguably been the most 

consistent player to don the 

famous yellow and blue since 

his debut in 2018. 

 

 

 

 

JACK HARRISON 

Captain Jack has been missed 

on the pitch through injury for 

the past 9 months, his banter 

however has not. 

 

 

 

 

 

SAM BYLES 

Sam “the whippet” Byles makes 

up for his polly pocket size by 

being a tenacious tough 

tackling midfielder. 

 

 

 

 

 

SIMON PEDDIE 

‘Uncle Pedds” currently defying 

the laws of ageing by still 

gliding around football pitches 

like a classic rolls Royce at the 

ripe old age of 62. 

 

 

 

 

JAMIE HURSIT 

Possibly the strangest member 

of the squad, moods swings 

and moaning a plenty come 

with this undeniably talented 

all rounder. 



HASHTAG UNITED 

PEN PICS 

 

 

 

 

CAIN BROUGHMAN 

Cain “Bobby” Brougham is a 

beautiful soul whom god 

lavished with everything you’d 

wish on a man you’d want your 

sister to marry, but the lord 

came up short on the hairline. 

 

 

 

 

TOM WILLIAMS 

Tom brings a wealth of 

professional experience to the 

club, having played almost 300 

times in the Football League for 

the likes of Birmingham City, 

Peterborough United and QPR.  

 

 

 

 

ROSS GLEED 

This season’s stand in skipper, 

possibly the hairiest man you’ll 

ever meet (Guinness book of 

records back hair award 2020 

pending) 

 

 

 

 

ALBIE KEITH 

“Ooooowbie A&E” Keith 

unplayable on his day, on Stevie 

CB’s bench for the other 30 

games of the season due to 

being made of glass below the 

knee. 

 

 

 

 

TOM ANDERSON 

Rumours were flying this 

season that Tommo was on 

course to make it in to the hall 

of fame after just a dozen 

games due to the “chairman’s” 

love for him. 

 

 

 

 

KRIS NEWBY 

Legend has it that Kris (real 

name Chris) changed his name 

by deed poll just before joint 

Hashtag in order to give him a 

better insta handle (Knewby7) 

You heard it here first. 

 

 

 

 

HARRY HONESTY 

HHH needs no introduction but 

for the sake of these notes his 

highest point last season was 

an Instagram campaign from 

the roof of his Range Rover. 

 

 

 

 

LEE HURSIT 

The better Hursit brother, Lee 

AKA “everyone’s favourite 

brother” came to the squad a 

few years back as a boy, I’m 

glad to say he’s now progressed 

to the early stages of Man, 

 

 

 

 

SAMRAJ GILL 

“No Chill” does exactly what he 

says on the tin, could have 

been a ballerina if he wasn’t a 

footballer but ballets loss is 

our gain. 



 

 

 

 

JOSHUA OSUDE 

Pace for days, the second 

academy winner is in the midst 

of going down in Hashtag 

folklore whilst also making sure 

Devs’ remaining hairs are 

pulled out weekly. 

 

 

 

 

NEIL RICHMOND 

“Richo” smashed goal after goal 

last season earning himself 

legend status at the club, it also 

meant he’s needed a season off 

to rest his old legs this year 

sipping tea in the dugout. 

HASHTAG UNITED 

PEN PICS 

 

 

 

 

GEORGE SMITH 

Filling the boots of previous 

goal scoring legends isn’t easy, 

but Smudger has brought 

goals to the table season along 

with some of the worst 

celebrations caught on camera. 

 

 

 

 

RYAN COSSON 

25 year old no-nonsense 

centre-half, signed from Ilford. 

Plays a bit like John Terry, only 

better at taking penalties!  

 

 

 

 

 

REECE HEWITT 

27 year old marauding left back 

signed from Witham Town. 

Adept at whipping in dangerous 

crosses at one end and cutting 

them out at the other.  

 

 

 

 

RYAN ADAMS 

One of the originals and one of 

the best. He won’t mention it 

much but this isn’t the first 

time he has played at Wembley 

 

NEW SIGNINGS 

RYAN COSSON 

& 

REECE HEWITT 

And from the club, a big 

welcome to the two new boys 

who haven’t even had a chance 

to play for us yet  

 

 



HASHTAG UNITED 

ROAD TO WEMBLEY 

Extra Preliminary Round  
West Essex 1 

Hashtag United 6 
 

Preliminary Round 
Hashtag United 4 

Aylesbury Vale Dynamos 0 
 

First Qualifying Round 
Hashtag United 5 

Aylesbury United 1 
 

Second Qualifying Round 
Potters Bar Town 1 
Hashtag United4 

 
Third Qualifying Round  

Oxford City 1 
Hashtag United 3 

Fourth Qualifying Round 
Sutton United 1 

Hashtag United 4 
 

First Round 
Winchester City 2 
Hashtag United 4 

 
Second Round 

Hashtag United 3 
Stansted 1 

 
Third Round 

Wolverhampton Wanderers 1 
Hashtag United 3 

 
Fourth Round 

Hashtag United 4 
Cleethorpes Town 1 

 
Fifth Round 

Grays Athletic 4 
Hashtag United 5 

 
Quarter Finals 

Hashtag United 3 
Nottingham Forest 1 

 
Semi Finals 

Hashtag United 3 
Liverpool 2 

@ Villa Park, Birmingham 



HASHTAG UNITED 

FAN PROFILES 

Name: Matthew Napier  
Age: 19 
From: Essex 
Supporter since: March 2016 
Best thing about supporting: Going to every game in and 
supporting the boys to victory and loving becoming 12th man 
on the pitch. 
Favourite thing about matchday: That I can hug the players to 
celebrate the goals and shaking hands to congratulate the 
players. That’s what’s great about Non-league! 
Star Player: George Smith 
Rising Star: Samraj Gill 
All time favourite player: Jack Harrison 
Favourite moment: Being allowed to hold the Eastern Senior 
League Division One South trophy! 
Favourite game: Walthamstow 0-1 Hashtag, 90+3 winner. 
Favourite Away day: Sawbridgeworth 2-3 Hashtag, from 2-0 
down to 3-2 in final 15 mins. 

 
Name: Samuel Gasson-Cox 

Age: 16 
From: Norfolk 

Supporter since: 2016, when the club was founded. 
Best thing about supporting: Seeing my mates every matchday. 
Favourite thing about matchday: The excitement and of course 

the 3 points! 
Star Player: Ross Gleed 
Rising Star: Josh Osude 

All time favourite player: Jack Harrison 
Favourite moment: Winning the league at Hackney Wick 

Favourite game: My first ever game against Burnham Ramblers. 
Favourite Away day: The victory against Halstead. 

 
 
 

Name: Callum Glanville  
Age: 16  
From: Chigwell 
Supporter since: 2016 
Best thing about supporting: Every experience is unpredictable. 
You never know what’s next for the club. 
Favourite thing about matchday: The excitement when we score a 
goal! Being around my mates and celebrating when a player 
scores is great. 
Star Player: George Smith 
Rising Star: Tim Pitman 
All time favourite player: Faisal ‘Majdog’ Manji 
Favourite moment: Winning the league in our first season 
Favourite game: Wivenhoe Away  
Favourite Away day: Hackney Wick, our league winning game 



ROUND BY ROUND PART 1 

THE ROAD TO WEMBLEY 

Extra Preliminary Round 
  
The competition kicked off with 368 
teams setting off on their potential 
roads to Wembley. The tie of the round 
saw Barnoldswick Town recover from a 
3 goal deficit to win 5-4 at Bedlington 
Terriers. Another epic tie saw 
Basingstoke Town edge out Tadley 
Calleva 4-3 having twice been behind. 
There were big wins for Ossett United, 
who thumped Winterton Rangers 8-0, 
Stockton Town, who defeated Grimsby 
Borough 7-1 and Stowmarket Town 
who hit six without replay against 
Heanor Town.  
 
Preliminary Round 
 
Barnoldswick Town were at it again, 
winning 3-2 against Prescot Cables despite going 2-0 down in the first half! There was an upset at 
Chasetown where Kirkley & Pakefield triumphed 4-1. Elsewhere Redcar Athletic shocked Worksop Town 2-1, 
whilst Lancing defeated Dorchester Town by the same score. Big wins for Corinthian Casuals and Oxhey Jets 
saw them both record 5-0 wins over Barton Rovers and Fairford Town respectively. The tie of the round saw 
Corby Town, backed by a large following beat Newmarket Town 5-2, despite falling behind early on.  
 
First Qualifying Round 
 
The upsets kept on coming as Barnoldswick Town knocked out Stalybridge Celtic whilst Yorkshire Amateur 
AFC visited FC United of Manchester and won 2-1. A local derby saw Cambridge City triumph 2-1 at Royston 
Town, whilst Wells City pulled off a coup of their own, travelling to Step 3 Farnborough to win 1-0. It was a 
good round for Sussex shocks with Broadbridge Heath beating Poole Town and East Preston knocking out 
Salisbury. The tie of the round saw an old Ridgeons League rivalry renewed as Wisbech Town defeated 
Stowmarket Town 4-3.  



Second Qualifying Round 
 
AFC Fylde were victims of a shock on their own turf as Jarrow inflicted a 2-1 defeat whilst Bugbrooke St. 
Michaels saw off Glossop North End 2-1 to keep their cup run going. Kirkley & Pakefield were 2-0 victors at 
home to Tamworth, whilst in the Southern section there were impressive wins for Brentwood Town (3-1 at 
Dartford), Stansted (2-1 at St. Albans City) and Ascot United (2-0 at Hampton & Richmond Borough). A big 
derby in Portsmouth also ended with a surprise as US Portsmouth held out to beat Moneyfields 1-0.   
 

 
Third Qualifying Round 
 
The talk of the Third Qualifying Round draw had been all about 1874 Northwich hosting Chester but the 
game itself proved to be a scrappy affair which eventually saw the home side triumph late on. A mouth 
watering tie which didn’t disappoint took place at the other end of the country as Weymouth went to 
Whitehawk and recorded a 4-2 win despite being behind twice. Peacehaven & Telscombe beat Worthing 2-1 
as East Sussex met West Sussex whilst the impressive runs of Barnoldswick Town, Jarrow and Hassocks 
finally came to an end. 



Fourth Qualifying Round 
 
It was a round to forget for a number of the National League sides that entered the fray with Notts County 
going out to Matlock Town, Hartlepool United defeated by Ramsbottom United and Aldershot Town going 
down 3-1 at the hands of Winchester City. Norwich United progressed to the First Round Proper after 
defeating Biggleswade Town whilst Sherwood Colliery beat Lowestoft Town. Finalists Hashtag United and 
Bristol Manor Farm both pulled off National League scalps in the form of Sutton United and Yeovil Town 
respectively.  

 

Steve Hillier 
 

On April 23rd it was announced that Bristol Manor Farm’s former secretary Steve Hillier had sadly passed 
away.  
 
Steve was well known across the region for his contribution to the grassroots game, having most recently 
been fixture secretary of the Somerset County League. As a committee member at Bishop Sutton he played a 
key role as they won the Western Premier Division in 2012/13 before later playing another pivotal role at 
Bristol Manor Farm when they won the same league in 2016/17, achieving their ambition of promotion to 
the Southern League. 
 
Steve was a true football man and had taken a keen interest in Bristol Manor Farm’s run in this competition, 
helping draw the attention of others to the polls.  
 
We would like to offer our condolences to Steve’s family and friends inside and out of the beauiful game at 
this difficult time.  



An England international who played for the likes 
of Manchester City and Liverpool, Paul Stewart 
was part of the 1991 Tottenham Hotspur cup 
winning team who defeated Nottingham Forest 2-
1 after extra time. Going behind to a Stuart 
Pearce free kick, he scored Spurs’ equaliser after 
55 minutes, before a Des Walker headed into his 
own net following Stewart’s flick on from  a 
corner. 
 
What was the first FA Cup Final you can remember 
when you were growing up?  
 
It was Arsenal beating Manchester United, maybe 
74? As a Untied fan it was a nightmare as I think 
we lost 3-2 with a late goal? 
 
In 1991, you set Spurs on their way to Wembley, 
scoring against your old club in a 1-0 win at 
Blackpool in the Third Round what can you 
remember about your cup run that season?  
 
I remember we won a very scrappy game at 
Bloomfield Road. The weather was horrendous 
and I managed to sneak a winner. The game 
could have gone either way! I think from then on 
it would be fair to say Gazza was instrumental in 
us getting to the final, with a very special goal in 
the semi final against Arsenal. 
 
Your semi final against Arsenal was played at 
Wembley, did that take any of the gloss off the 
occasion of the Final?  
 
No, it was probably more special because it was 
the first ever semi final to be played at Wembley 
and as I said the manner in which we won it was 
even more special! 
 
What was the atmosphere like amongst the 
players on the morning of the final and what sort 
of routine do you have on the day?  
 
I used to grow up as a kid dreaming of playing in 
an FA Cup final and watched TV from first thing 
in the morning on cup final day! When I played in 
one it was amazing really from when you won the 
semi! The buzz around the club, the build up to 

the day, everybody involved at the club was so 
excited!!! The day was everything and more. I 
don’t remember feeling that nervous but I made 
sure I soaked up the whole experience and it was 
topped with a goal and a win! 
 
What’s going through your mind when you walk 
out of the tunnel at Wembley on FA Cup Final 
day?  
 
The noise walking out of the tunnel was 
deafening but incredible, the best atmosphere 
ever! 
 
What can you remember about your goal?  
 
I remember breaking wide as Paul Allen received 
the ball, and hoping he could play me in, which 
he did. It was perfect for me to carry on without 
breaking stride. I was always taught to shoot 
across the keeper which I did, because if he 
saved it he might parry it into an oncoming 
player’s path. Once I hit it though, I knew it was 
going to hit the net as I struck it so clean! 
 
Describe your emotions at the final whistle and 
what it felt to lift that famous trophy? 
 
Elation as I knew I had realised a boyhood dream 
and all my family were at Wembley to see it! 

PAUL  

STEWART 



In 2007, football enthusiast Andy Ollerenshaw attended an FA 
Cup Extra Preliminary Round replay between Chertsey Town 
and Wick and decided to embark on his own, unique journey to 
Wembley following the winner of each round, all the way until 
the Final. His experiences were documented in an online blog 
and such was it’s popularity, they were published in his book 
‘Wick to Wembley?: On the Trail of the F.A. Cup’  
 
What are your earliest memories of the FA Cup and what was the 
first Final you remember? 
 
I having some very fleeting memories of FA Cup Finals between 
1972 and 1974, but I’m not sure if these memories are based 
upon watching highlights and reruns in later years. The first 
definitive FA Cup memory I have was one of the semi-final 
replays in 1975. We were on a school trip and the coach driver 
had the Birmingham v Fulham game live on the radio. All of us 
kids on the coach were rooting for Fulham as they were a 
division lower than Birmingham and I remember the bus 
erupting in celebration when Fulham won in the dying seconds 
of extra-time. Our school was in the North West, so we had no 
affiliation with either team. I think it was just the joy of seeing 

the underdog prevail, for me the most appealing aspect of the FA Cup. A footnote to that story is I 
remember going to a neighbour’s house to watch the 1975 final (West Ham 2, Fulham 0) because they were 
the first family on the street to get a colour TV. I recall the excitement of not only watching a live game on TV 
(very rare in those days) but that it was also in colour-a real treat. 
 
What inspired you to start the blog which lead to your book ‘Wick to Wembley?’?  
 
My love for the FA Cup has never waned since those early childhood memories  and I shared that love with 
family and friends as I grew up. The FA Cup has never ceased to provide unforgettable, lifelong memories, 
whether you are a supporter of a particular club or a neutral gripped by the unfolding drama.  
As I grew older, I had many discussions with friends about doing a ‘Road to Wembley’ type journey, probably 
inspired by Brian James, whose book ‘Journey to Wembley’ documented his FA Cup travels in the 1976-77 
season. These discussions never amounted to much, until one evening in August 2007 I made a last-minute 
decision to pop down to see my local club Chertsey Town (I had moved to Chertsey in 1999) play an FA Cup 
Extra Preliminary Round tie against Wick. It was only after the game, on the short walk home, I decided to 
attempt the journey to Wembley through every round of the cup. A few days later I also decided to start 
writing about it and so the blog was born. There had been no pre-planning and these decisions were only 
really made on a whim. I had no idea how the blog would be received, how far in the FA Cup I’d actually get 
and certainly no plans to write a book on the back of it all. 
 
What was your favourite game you watched on your road to Wembley?  
 
There were lots of good memories. It gave me a new found love for non-League football and in the earlier 
rounds I met some incredibly friendly and hospitable people at clubs I would never have considered visiting 
before. The luck of the draw sent me to Eastbourne Borough in October 2007 and I met the football 
photographer David Bauckham for the very first time; he would later suggest that (if I reached the final) I 
should write a book and he was prepared to publish it -another stroke of fate. 

ANDY 

OLLERENSHAW 



If I had to pick one game, it would have to be the semi-final at Wembley. I had picked up with Cardiff City in 
the 5th Round after their win at Wolves, then had a long journey up to Middlesbrough to see the Welsh side 
win at the Riverside. Cardiff City were unbelievably supportive, and managed to source tickets for me for the 
semi-final. Sat with the Cardiff fans and witnessing their 1-0 win against Barnsley to reach the final was 
something I’ll never ever forget. The raw emotion was incredible -grown men and women crying -and the 
thought of it now still makes the hairs stand up on the back of my neck. 
 
What were the challenges you faced along the way? 
 
The challenges were quite significant. There were several obstacles; committing to go to the ties (and the 
replays), juggling family and work life, not knowing whether I’d get tickets to games in the later rounds and 
the distances I had to travel. I also came down with a chest infection just before the 3rd Round tie (at Wolves) 
and I wasn’t really well enough to travel. Friends drove me to the game, drugged to the eyeballs, but I lived 
to tell the tale! The biggest fear was not being able to get tickets for a game, but lady luck again played its 
part as the top  clubs started to fall by the wayside in the competition. I never had to try and source a ticket 
at places like Manchester United, Liverpool, Arsenal or Chelsea and, in a way, this made the journey easier for 
me. 
 
What was it like to be at an FA Cup final? 
 
A bit surreal to be honest! It was the first one I had been to. It wasn’t just the experience on the day, but the 
manner in which I’d achieved it. The success of the blog astounded me; by the end it had a huge following in 
over 70 countries around the world. It had obviously struck a chord with football fans. I also felt a little guilty 
being there, as Cardiff tickets were like gold dust! But it was a great day made extra special by the fact that it 
was two less-fancied teams in the final, Cardiff and Portsmouth. 
 
What were your favourite memories of the experience? 
 
As mentioned earlier, the discovery of non-League football was a bit of an epiphany for me. It’s a world away 
from life in the Premier League and there’s so much more to enjoy. The whole adventure set me off on a new 
career path; I’m now a freelance football writer focussing on the non-League game. I also especially enjoyed 
the draws for the subsequent rounds. Since I was a child, I’ve always loved the FA Cup draws and I still watch 
them avidly today. But for that 2007-08 season, they had extra meaning, as it would determine where I 
would be heading off to next. I had no control over which fixture I would see. This added an extra level of 
excitement (and nervousness) as the balls were drawn. 
 
How important is the FA Cup to you and did this change as a result of your book? 
 
I still think it’s incredibly important in the game; it’s a national institution. There has been so much written 
about how the bigger clubs don’t treat the competition with respect but it’s still the bigger clubs that win it. 
What changed for me as a result of doing the journey was realising what the FA Cup meant (and still means) 
to the smaller clubs. The FA Cup doesn’t start in January at the 3rd Round stage, as some media outlets 
would have you believe. Back in 2007, I hadn’t really appreciated how many clubs enter the competition 
(731 that season), the vast majority of whom are already eliminated before the season is a few months old. 
Just getting through a few of the early rounds for non-League clubs is a real adventure, not to mention the 
financial rewards. Many non-League clubs play their ‘cup final’ against bigger non-League clubs by October 
and if lucky, reach the hallowed 1st Round Proper in November and the chance to meet Football League op-
position and possible TV exposure. 
 
Who do you think will win today’s final between Hashtag United and Bristol Manor Farm?  
 
Ha, ha, not sure really! I’ve really enjoyed your Virtual FA Cup competition on Twitter. It’s been a shining light 
in these dark days of Coronavirus lockdown and social distancing. It’s been really popular and I think the 
whole venture is the real winner. If I had to pick a team to win, I guess it would be very fitting to see Hashtag 
United win a Twitter competition - another piece of fate? Stay safe everyone!  
 
‘Wick to Wembley?: On the Trail of the F.A. Cup’ can be purchased pre-owned via Amazon or ebay.  
 
Follow Andy on Twitter - @nonleaguefooty 
For Andy’s current musings, visits www.thefootballword.co.uk 

http://www.thefootballword.co.uk




A future England international and UEFA Cup 

winning defender who started out playing for 

Southern League Dorchester Town and then 

Weymouth of the Alliance Premier League (now 

the National League). In 1980, he was snapped 

up by Tottenham Hotspur for £35,000 where he 

became an integral part of a side which won 

successive FA Cups in 1981 and 1982. 

What was the first FA Cup Final you can remember 

from when you were growing up?  

I used to watch every game cup final growing up 

but I remember Southampton beating Manchester 

United as I was born in Southampton. 

What are your memories of playing in the earlier 

rounds of the competition in your non-league 

days?  

I played in the preliminary rounds for Dorchester. 

I actually missed a round as I was getting married 

so missed the Saturday and it ended in a draw so 

I played in the replay on the Tuesday night which 

we won. 

What can you remember about your run to the 

final in 1981 with Tottenham?  

I remember that we played all of the games at 

home except the semi final and beating Exeter in 

the quarter final, scoring my 1st goal for spurs in 

a 2-0 win. 

What was the atmosphere like amongst the 

players on the morning of that cup final and what 

sort of routine did you have on the day?  

The atmosphere was very special on the day, very 

exciting. There was no routine. We had breakfast 

at 8.30 then relaxed and had a pre match meal at 

12. Then we left Ponsbourne Hotel in cuddles at 

about 12.45 and arrived at Wembley about 1.30 

and then met my family and gave them their 

tickets. 

What was going through your mind when you 

walked out of the tunnel at Wembley on FA Cup 

Final day?  

Walking out of the tunnel was amazing. I never 

got nervous when playing. It was amazing 

listening to the fans. 

That final against Manchester City went to a replay 

which you won 3-2. Can you describe your 

emotions at the final whistle and what it felt to lift 

that famous trophy?  

Yes, winning was what we wanted and I have to 

say I had a tear in my eye when we won. It was a 

magical night and when Stevie P [Steve 

Perryman] lifted the cup, it was a great feeling! 

I have to ask about the Ricky Villa goal to win that 

match. What was the goal like from your 

viewpoint?  

Ricky’s goal was a fantastic goal! It was a goal 

only Ricky could score and fitting for the game. 

You were back at Wembley a year later, beating 

Queens Park Rangers in another replay. You also 

played a role in the winning goal, winning the 

penalty. What are your memories of that replay 

and what was it like to win two consecutive FA 

Cups? 

It was incredible to go back to Wembley and beat 

QPR the following year. Yes, I was brought down 

for the penalty having run from the half way line 

and it helped us win it 2 years running. It was a 

magical moment and to do it at Spurs for our 

great fans was great. 

GRAHAM 

ROBERTS 



ROUND BY ROUND PART 2 

THE ROAD TO WEMBLEY 

First Round 
 
The First Round kicked off with consecutive televised upsets as Jersey Bulls stunned Bristol Rovers 3-1 
before Gloucester City knocked out Charlton Athletic courtesy of a 2-0 home win. Ascot United went to the 
Priestfield Stadium and came away with a 2-0 win over Gillingham while Tuffley Rovers won by the same 
scoreline at Ipswich Town. At Blundell Park, Grimsby Town were shocked in their own back yard by Shepshed 
Dynamo. Further shocks saw Bristol Manor Farm win 2-1 at Colchester, King’s Lynn Town crush Milton 
Keynes Dons 4-1 and Metropolitan Police defeat Rochdale. That wasn’t even the half of it with the likes of 
Stansted, May & Baker, Grays Athletic, Matlock Town, Ramsbottom United and Blyth Spartans all recording 
wins over Football League opposition. The round ended as it began with upsets on the box with Kirkley & 
Pakefield strolling past Luton 3-1 and Sheffield FC defeating Plymouth Argyle. 

Second Round 
 
Ascot United were up to their old tricks 
again as they welcomed Walsall to the 
Ascot Racecourse. Two early goals put the 
visitors on the back foot and despite the 
Saddlers pulling one back after half-time, 
two further goals saw Ascot run out 4-1 
winners. Ramsbottom United and Norwich 
United were also busy giant killing 
Swindon Town and Peterborough United 
respectively as the non-league teams 
thrived again. Portsmouth and Leyton 
Orient bucked the trend slightly by 
beating non-league sides Stockport 
County and Gateshead. The tie of the 
round, and potentially the competition, 
involved two non-league teams facing off 
as Tuffley Rovers hosted May & Baker. A 
huge crowd saw the home side triumph 5-
4 with a controversial late winner which 
took some gloss off what was an 
enthralling 90 minutes of football.  



Third Round 
 
It was Friday night under the lights and in front of the television cameras as Shepshed Dynamo recorded an 
incredible scalp when they defeated 10-man Manchester City, 3-0, at The Dovecote Stadium. More shocks 
were to follow on the Saturday afternoon as Grays Athletic beat Chelsea 3-1 at Stamford Bridge and 
Sherwood Colliery saw off Newcastle United. Cleethorpes Town defeated Watford 2-0, whilst a 3-1 win at 
Molineux saw Hashtag United through to the Fourth Round. Kirkley & Pakefield continued their run with an 
astounding 5-0 win at home to a lacklustre Stoke City. Elsewhere, Boston United beat Norwich City and 
Tuffley Rovers saw off West Bromwich Albion at The Hawthorns. The round was completed with Norwich 
United stunning Manchester United 3-1 on the Monday evening.  

 
Fourth Round 
 
Shepshed Dynamo took local bragging rights when they shocked Leicester City with a 2-0 win. It was slightly 
more comfortable for Jersey Bulls who were 4-0 winners over Exeter City and Boston United who beat Derby 
County 3-1 with a late consolation goal flattering the visitors. Sherwood Colliery put four past Sheffield 
Wednesday to progress, whilst at the Olympic Stadium, Tuffley Rovers continued their impressive run and 
clean sheet record with a shock 2-0 win against West Ham United. Ascot United went to Deepdale and upset 
Preston North End with a 2-1 victory, their third Football League scalp of the competition. Norwich United’s 
reward for beating Manchester United was a home tie with Liverpool but their run in the competition was to 
narrowly come to an end with the Reds triumphing 3-2.  



Fifth Round 
 
An exciting round full of goals! Ascot United got the better of Tuffley Rovers winning by the odd goal in five 
while on the Channel Islands there were 7 goals as Jersey Bulls narrowly squeezed through at the expense of 
Shepshed Dynamo in a 4-3 thriller. Premier League Arsenal were shocked by Bristol Manor Farm and AFC 
Bournemouth were seen off by Kirkley & Pakefield.  
The tie of the round was at Parkside where Grays Athletic threw absolutely everything at Hashtag United and 
almost found a late equaliser as they courageously exited the competition, losing 5-4.  

 
Quarter Finals 
 
Sherwood Colliery’s fine cup run was finally ended by Liverpool who triumphed with a 2-1 victory. The only 
other Football League team, Nottingham Forest, were sent crashing out by a composed Hashtag United side 
who made their 3-1 victory look very easy. The dream was over for Kirkley & Pakefield though, with Bristol 
Manor Farm seeing them off 2-1, whilst Ascot United bowed out with their heads held high following a 3-2 
defeat at Jersey Bulls.  
 
Semi Finals 
 
Much of the talk had been about the clash between Hashtag United and Liverpool following the semi-final 
draw. The game at Villa Park did not disappoint, living up to the hype with Hashtag United recovering from a 
2-1 deficit to win 3-2. 
The other semi-final at Old Trafford saw Bristol Manor Farm take on Jersey Bulls. It was a difficult one to call 
on paper, but on the night everything went right for Manor Farm. Two early goals set them on their way to 
an eventual 3-1 victory.  



TODAY’S 

FINALIST 



Bristol Manor Farm were founded ahead of the 

1960/61 season but were disbanded after just one 

year before subsequently reforming in time for the 

commencement of the 1962/63 campaign. In 1965 

they moved to their current ground, The Creek, which 

was the former site of the Port of Bristol Authority 

Sports & Social Club.  

 

Having their own permanent ground enabled them to 

push on and they applied to join the Somerset Senior 

League and swiftly rose through the divisions before 

joining the Western League in 1977. Their first season 

at that level saw a 4th placed finish, 4 points adrift of 

the promotion places. In 1982/83 promotion was 

achieved as they won the First Division championship, 

finishing 3 points ahead of second placed 

Mangotsfield Town. That same season, their first in the 

FA Cup, they defeated Paulton Rovers and Welton 

Rovers before being knocked out by Trowbridge Town 

in the Second Qualifying Round.  

 

Establishing themselves as a competent member of the 

Western League Premier Division, they suffered 

relegation in 2001/02 before returning two years 

later. In 2011/12, they won the GFA Challenge Trophy 

defeating Shortwood United 5-0 in the final before 

adding another trophy to their cabinet three days later 

when an extra time win over Willand Rovers saw them 

lift the Les Phillips Cup.  

 

The 2013/14 season saw the dawn of a new era when 

current manager Lee Lashenko took the reins from 

John Black who had stood down at the end of the 

previous campaign. The club gained national press 

attention for their goalscoring exploits in the FA Cup 

as they recorded a 9-3 win over Oldland Abbotonians 

and a 7-1 win over Lymington Town. They drew 4-4 at 

Corsham Town in the First Qualifying Round, before 

winning the replay and drawing 4-4 again, at home to 

Bridgwater Town in the next round. They lost the 

replay 2-1. 

 

They finished the season in 2nd place, their highest 

ever league finish, scoring 104 goals and conceding 

just 32 in the process. The following season they 

missed out on promotion by 3 points but did win the 

GFA County Challenge Trophy with a 2-0 win over 

Shirehampton.  

 

During 2015/16 they recorded their best ever run in 

the FA Vase, reaching the quarter finals before losing 

2-0 away to the eventual winners Morpeth Town. They 

narrowly missed out on promotion again, after a 3rd 

placed finish. The GFA County Challenge Trophy was 

retained courtesy of a record 9-2 victory over Lydney 

Town.  

 

The ultimate goal of promotion to the Southern 

League was finally achieved during the 2016/17 

season. Winning 33 of their 38 games, losing just 

twice, and scoring 118 goals, they finished the season 

on 102 points, 10 ahead of second placed Street. The 

championship was clinched on Good Friday away to 

Hallen. 

 

Their first ever season at Step 4, saw them achieve an 

admirable 9th placed finish. They finished 15th the 

following season, recording their best ever run in the 

FA Cup, reaching the Third Qualifying Round bowing 

out in a replay to National League South side Slough 

Town following an initial 2-2 draw. They matched this 

feat the following season, with Wealdstone, another 

National League South side, defeating them in a 

replay.  

BRISTOL 

MANOR FARM 



JAY 

ADAMS 

The versatile and experienced Jay Adams will 

captain Bristol Manor Farm at Wembley today 

in the final of the Hopper & Son FA Cup Final. 

Popular amongst fans and team-mates for his 

hard-working mentality, the midfielder joined 

the club towards the end of 2017 bringing 

with him plenty of experience following 

previous spells with Larkhall Athletic, 

Clevedon Town and Bridgwater Town.  

As a non-league player, how special is the FA 

Cup to play in?  

I think every non-league player looks forward 

to FA cup games and dreams of making it to 

the first round proper! It’s exciting looking at 

the teams you could have the opportunity to 

play against. 

What memories do you have of previous FA Cup runs throughout your career?  

The last 2 years at Manor Farm have probably been my best memories. Holding 2 National League 

South teams to a draw at The Creek and the great support from the Farmy Army both home and away 

made all those games memorable. 

What is the first FA Cup Final you can remember from growing up?  

Arsenal Vs Newcastle 1998. 2-0 Arsenal, Overmars and Anelka the 2 

goal scorers if I remember correctly! 

You joined Bristol Manor Farm in late 2017. How did your move 

come about?  

I found myself without a team at the end of 2017 and didn’t really 

have any plans. I grew up with team mate Steve Kingdon who luckily 

put me and Lee in contact and I have been loving it at BMF ever 

since!! 



 

 

 

 

Who is the best player you’ve played with and against in your career?  

With - Kyle McCarthy or Adam Roscrow Against - Guillem Bauzà 

How would you describe yourself as a player in 3 words?  

Touch, Tackle, Rat 

Which player in the Premier League would you say you play most like?  

Until recently I had long hair and head band and would often get shouts of Tom Davies. Not sure I play 

like him though!! 

You have a very passionate set of fans. What’s it like to play in front of the ‘Farmy Army’?  

As a BMF player you know you’ll always be made 

welcome by the Farmy Army. It’s great to play 

with them behind you every game, we are lucky 

to get great support from them home and away 

and it always means a lot to the boys! 



BRISTOL MF 

PEN PICS 

STEVE KINGDON 

Experienced centre-half 

Steve Kingdon and free-

kick specialist Ashley 

Kington introduce their 

fellow teammates.   

ASHLEY KINGTON 

 

 

 

 

BEN JONH 

Johnsey is a very experienced 

goalkeeper and one of the 

funniest people in football. The 

joker and DJ of the changing 

room. Some say he makes the 

Monk look like a saint. 

 

 

 

 

LIAM JACQUES 

Liam joined the squad after 

coming through the youth 

team, a top lad and great 

keeper, one to watch for the 

future! 

 

 

 

 

KAI FISHER 

Kai’s a no messing, ball 

winning centre half. Strong and 

another good character to have 

in the dressing room. 

 

 

 

 

 

STUART TOVEY 

The toughest player I know, he 

loves a tackle and always gives 

his all. It’s an unwritten rule that 

you never go into a tackle with 

him in training. Often offers his 

‘winger spray’ to his team mates. 

 

 

 

 

STEVE KINGDON 

Kinger is an experienced centre

-half that reads the game as 

well as he reads a book... 

Never known anyone to have a 

bad word to say about him. 

 

 

 

 

MASON WINTER 

A strong right back or left 

back. To this day I don’t know 

which his favourable foot is! 

One of the best deliveries 

around. Chases his wig more 

often than wingers. 

 

 

 

 

TYLER ASHMEAD 

Tyler is a young, exciting and 

attacking full back. He is 

passionate about his football 

which shows out on the pitch. 

His Mum still packs his football 

bag. 



BRISTOL MF 

PEN PICS 

 

 

 

 

JAMIE TURNER 

JT is a genuine bloke and a 

calm centre half. He’s been out 

for a while since he got injured. 

Looking forward to having him 

and his size 15 feet back in the 

line-up soon. 

 

 

 

 

LLOYD MILLS 

A top lad, who can play in centre 

midfield or centre back. He’s 

great in the air so he’s always a 

threat from corners. His legs are 

always covered in plasters and 

be always seems to be bleeding. 

 

 

 

 

JAY ADAMS 

Signed for BMF from Slytherin, 

and has an unbelievable work 

rate. I’m sure he holds a record 

time for a marathon. 

 

 

 

 

 

ARON ROBBINS 

I’ve seen Aaron play in loads of 

positions he’s a versatile and 

powerful player with a great 

left foot. 

 

 

 

 

 

JAMIE BIRD 

Birdy is another exciting player 

with the ball at his feet, he 

beats players for fun. All 

proceeds from football go 

towards paying off his 

gnashers! 

 

 

 

 

JORDAN METTERS 

All round attacking player and 

assist king. Can see passes that 

others can’t. Ghosts past 

defenders with ease and the 

bar as well. 

 

 

 

 

IAIN HARVEY 

Harvs is a top bloke, d’ya know 

what I mean? He is vocal and a 

natural leader of the team, 

never sure about his boot 

choice though. 

 

 

 

 

ASHLEY KINGTON 

Ash is another extremely 

technical player, a great passer 

of the ball and free kick 

specialist. He’s an experienced 

footballer and Rosé 

connoisseur. 

 

 

 

 

LEWIS LEIGH-GILCHRIST 

The Gizzard is an extremely 

technical player and exciting to 

watch with the ball at his feet. 

He chops more than a butcher, 

is a great team mate and a good 

laugh in the changing room. 



BRISTOL MF 

PEN PICS 

 

 

 

 

OLLY MEHEW 

Olly is quick with a great eye 

for goal but can’t play when it’s 

windy as he would get blown 

away like a crisp packet. Wears 

a collar that says ‘if lost please 

return to Pam Pams’. 

 

 

 

 

DEAN STAMP 

One of the best left foots 

around. Stampy scores goals for 

fun. 

 

 

 

 

 

OWEN HOWE 

What I’d call a proper striker 

and is genuinely one of the 

nicest lads. Known for his hot 

head but more accurately 

known for his ability to find the 

back of the net from anywhere. 

 

 

 

 

CORY SIMPSON 

An exciting player to have in the 

team, quick, strong and makes 

things happen. Another 

character in the changing room, 

always laughing!! 

 

 

 

 

KYE HOLLY 

Experienced player, hard 

worker, good organiser on the 

pitch and class on a football 

tour! 

 

 

 

 

 

ALAN GRIFFIN 

Big Griff, played against him 

many times before so was 

really pleased we managed to 

sign him earlier this season. 

He’s so good in the air but 

prefers the ball at his feet. 



Preliminary Round 
Bristol Manor Farm 2  

Holmesdale 1  
 

First Qualifying Round 
Bristol Manor Farm 3 

Bideford 1 
 

Second Qualifying Round 
Bristol Manor Farm 2 

Sholing 0 
 

Third Qualifying Round 
Wells City 0 

Bristol Manor Farm 1 
 

Fourth Qualifying Round 
Bristol Manor Farm 2 

Yeovil Town 0 
 

First Round 
Colchester United 1 

Bristol Manor Farm 2 
 

Second Round 
Burton Albion 0 

Bristol Manor Farm 2 
 

Third Round 
Bristol Manor Farm 2 
Birmingham City 1 

 
Fourth Round 

Bristol Manor Farm 2 
Dulwich Hamlet 1 

 
Fifth Round 

Bristol Manor Farm 3 
Arsenal 2 

 
Quarter Final 

Kirkley & Pakefield 1 
Bristol Manor Farm 2 

 
Semi Final 

Bristol Manor Farm 3 
Jersey Bulls 1 

@ Old Trafford, Manchester 

BRISTOL MF 

ROAD TO WEMBLEY 



BRISTOL MF 

FAN PROFILES 

Name: Callum Smart  
Age: 15 
From: Proud Bristolian 
Supporter since: August 2018 
Best thing about supporting: Everyone is so welcoming and friendly here. 
Favourite thing about matchday: Meeting new friends. 
Star Player: This is a hard one. I’m going to have to go with Ben John, our 
goalie. 
Rising Star: Lewis Leigh-Gilchrist 
All time favourite player: Another hard one but I’m going to have to go 
with Ben John again, such a quality bloke! 
Favourite moment: When Ben John scored from a goal kick against 
Thatcham! 
Favourite game: When we beat Thatcham 2-1 
Favourite Away day: Thatcham on the 1st of February  

Name: Haydn Curry  
Age: 22 

From: Bristol 
Supporter since: 2015 

Best thing about supporting: Closeness to the players. 
Favourite thing about matchday: Atmosphere. 

Star Player: Tyler Ashmead 
Rising Star: Tyler Ashmead 

All time favourite player: Troy Simpson 
Favourite moment: Promotion to Southern League. 

Favourite game: Kidlington 2-3 Manor Farm FC. Scoring an equaliser 
in 90th minute then a winner in the 93rd (see photo). 

Favourite Away day: Wimborne 

Name: Tony the Scarecrow  
Age: Scarecrows don’t have ages! ONLY STRAW! 
Supporter since: I started supporting BMF in season 2013/2014 as I could 
see the ground from the fields I work in.  
Best thing about supporting: Meeting up with all my fellow BMF ‘ 
scarecrow friends’. 
Favourite thing about matchday: COOK LYNN’S burgers. 
Star Player: CAPTAIN JAMIE ADAMS - an absolute gentleman and 
consummate PROFESSIONAL on and off the pitch. 
Rising Star: TYLER ASHMEAD  
All time favourite player: The LEGENDARY DEAN STAMP. 
Favourite moment: when we won 3-2 away at Sunderland RCA in 5th 
round of the FA VASE to reach the quarter finals for the first time.  
Favourite game: when we won the WESTERN LEAGUE TITLE at home to 
Sherborne Town 5-0 . 
Favourite Away day: Every time we go away because we MAKE SO MANY 

FRIENDS. 



MATCH POSTERS 



A Portuguese international defender, Ricardo 
Rocha was part of the Portsmouth team who 
were runners-up to Chelsea in 2010. Starting 
out at Braga, he established himself with 
Benfica before signing for Tottenham Hotspur in 
January 2007. He had a brief stint with 
Standard Liege before joining Portsmouth on a 
free-transfer in February 2010. Their run to the 
final saw them win 4-1 away to rivals 
Southampton, whilst Rocha put in a man-of-the-
match performance against his old club Spurs in 
the Semi-Final. 
 
Growing up in Portugal, did you follow the FA 
Cup, and what was the first FA Cup Final you can 
remember?  
 
We always follow the FA Cup here in Portugal. 
We know how important trophy it is for any 
team and it’s always something they’re looking 
to win every season. I can't remember a specific 
one but the first one I saw I remember to be at 
the old Wembley! 
 
You made your debut for Tottenham Hotspur in 
a FA Cup Fourth Round win against Southend 
United. What can you remember about that 
game? 
 
It was my first game for Tottenham so that was 
special. It was a cup game against a team 
playing in League One but I wanted to show 
myself to the fans and what they could expect 
from me for the rest of the season. We won and 
I made a good game! 
 
What can you remember about your FA Cup run 
to the final in 2010 with Portsmouth?  
 
It was a special achievement to us all. With all 
the problems surrounding the club financially 
and on the verge of relegation, we tried to do 
our best and do something special for the club 
and fans. To get a win in that run against our 
city rivals made it even more special and 
important. 

Your semi final against your old club Tottenham 
was played at Wembley, did that take any of the 
gloss off  the occasion of the Final?  
 
Some Pompey fans still think that the semi final 
was better than the final! For me was a way of 
me proving myself against my former club - a 
way to show that I could've done better there 
and at the same time helping my team 
Portsmouth reach the final. But a final is a final 
and it's a massive achievement to be part of and 
we did it. 
 
What was the atmosphere like amongst the 
players on the morning of the final and what sort 
of routine did you have on the day?  
 
Well, we knew it would be extremely difficult to 
play Chelsea but even we had our chances and 
we needed to do the best we could to go there 
and win. The pressure is always high but most 
importantly we just kept ourselves focused, 
relaxed, happy and ready to enjoy the moment 
and give our best for the club and for the fans.  
 
The game didn’t go to plan of course, but what 
was it like to play in an FA Cup Final and what 
do you remember about the game? 
 
I do remember the game, it’s impossible to 
forget! Chelsea were better in the 1st half. They 
were used to big games and to be in that spot. I 
think we were nervous and we just tried to keep 
ourselves in the game and have a chance. The 
2nd half was better, we were better and we 
gave some problems to Chelsea. Unfortunately, 
we missed a penalty and they scored in the next 
play and we lost. At least we tried, gave our 
best and I think we made the city, the club and 
he fans proud! 

RICARDO 

ROCHA 



A Premier League and FIFA listed referee who 
worked his way up from the Wakefield and District 
League, Bobby Madley will be the referee for 
today’s game.    
 
What was the first FA Cup Final you can remember 
from when you were growing up? 
 
The first FA Cup Final I can really remember 
watching was probably the 1995 final between 
Manchester United and Everton and seeing Paul 
Rideout score the winning goal. I do recall seeing 
bits of the 93 and 94 finals but 1995 was 
definitely the one I remember watching properly.  
 
You’ve officiated at Wembley previously for the 
2017 Community Shield match between Arsenal at 
Chelsea. What was it like to officiate at the National 
Stadium?  
 
Officiating at Wembley never gets boring. I’ve been 
lucky enough to officiate 11 times there (2 
Tottenham home games) and the stadium has a 
special aura. When the game starts you don’t give 
it a thought because you are so concentrated on 
the match...but there’s no stadium like it in the 
world in my opinion.  
 
What’s your pre match routine for a big game like 
that?  
 
I try to keep things the same for every game which 
means I can keep the same routines and know that 
I’m mentally in the same state of focus. I like to 
have a relaxed breakfast around 9am in the hotel 
and then go for a short walk outside. Leading up 
to the match my routine stays the same as every 
other week. Meet my team, have a coffee and 
discuss the match. Stay as relaxed as possible and 
prepare the playlist for the changing room  
 
What was going through your mind when you 
walked out to officiate at Wembley Stadium?  
 
Focus. Being selected to officiate at Wembley 
usually means it is an occasion, either a cup final 
or a play off final. It’s easy to get sucked into 
occasions when there are 90,000 people there 
especially when 45,000 are from each team. That 

makes a special 
atmosphere. 
However as a 
referee you know 
you have to fight 
that emotion and 
recognise that 
you are the 
person who must 
remain the most 
calm and in 
control of your 
emotions for the 
next few hours. I 
don’t have many 
hairs...but the 
ones I have 
absolutely stand 
on end when you 
walk into an 
atmosphere like 
that!!  
 
Which players 
have been the most difficult players to referee in 
your career so far?  
 
I’m a talker as a referee by nature so if I am having 
issues with a player my process is to talk to them. 
I find that helps to build trust with a player. In that 
sense I can’t say there were any players on a 
personality level that were hugely difficult. The 
most difficult players to referee however are the 
players with that ability to do something incredible 
with one pass. The one pass that suddenly leaves 
you 40 yards out of position and you have to react 
so quickly. You are constantly trying to read the 
next phase of play and position yourself 
accordingly, however some players have the ability 
to do the unexpected quite brilliantly and they are 
the hardest to referee.  
 
If you could officiate a game between two teams 
from football history, who would it be between?  
 
Great question!! I think I would probably be greedy 
and ask to referee the same game twice. The game 
would be between one of the modern great sides 
of my own era against possibly a team from 
Stanley Matthews’ era. The first game played in 
modern kit on modern pitches with a modern 
football and then the same game with the old kit, 
pitch, ball and even formations. It’s impossible to 
compare great modern players to great past 
players or to know whether players like Matthews 
would be as great in the modern era...so to pit 
them against each other on their own ‘turf’ as such 
would be fascinating to see the differences.  

BOBBY 

MADLEY 



 
Photo credits: Peter Hewlett (@WestSussexSAFC); Graham Yapp (@GrahamYapp); Canvey Ultras 

(@CanveyUltras); The Cold End (@thecoldend); Rich Patterson (@themeatbeast); Ian Bailey 

(@ibcfc61); Hashtag United (@hashtagutd); Bristol Manor Farm (@manorfarmfc) 

Interviews: Andy Ollerenshaw (@NonLeagueFooty); Paul Stewart; Brian McClair; Graham Roberts; 

Ricardo Rocha; Bobby Madley; Kris Newby; Jack Harrison; Jay Adams 

Contributors: Trevor Knell (@trevk37); Christofer Walker (@MottysMic) 

Design: Thank you to Joe (@JMAProgrammes) for making this all possible. 

Finally thank you to everyone who has registered a vote during the competition. Without your 
input, the competition would not have been the success that it has.  

 
 

THANK YOU’S 



HASHTAG 
UNITED 
 
Goalkeepers 
Louis HAWES 
Tim PITMAN 
Jamie JACKSON 
 
Defenders 
Simon PEDDIE 
Farai TSINGANO 
Jack HARRISON (C)  
Jamie HURSIT  
Sam BYLES  
Cain BROUGHMAN 
Tom WILLIAMS 
  
Midfielders 
Ross GLEED  
Kris NEWBY  
Tom ANDERSON  
Albie KEITH  
Samraj GILL  
Lee HURSIT 
Harry HONESTY 
Joshua OSUDE 
 
Strikers 
George SMITH  
Neil RICHMOND  
 
Manager Jay DEVEREUX 

BRISTOL  
MANOR FARM 
 
Goalkeepers 
Ben JOHN 
Liam JACQUES 
 
Defenders 
Kai FISHER 
Stuart TOVEY 
Mason WINTER  
Tyler ASHMEAD  
Steve KINGDON  
Jamie TURNER 
Lloyd MILLS 
  
Midfielders 
Jamie ADAMS (C)  
Iain HARVEY  
Jordan METTERS  
Aron ROBBINS  
Ashley KINGTON  
 
Strikers 
Lewis LEIGH-GILCHRIST  
Alan GRIFFIN  
Olly MEHEW  
Dean STAMP 
Owen HOWE 
Cory SIMPSON 
 
Manager Lee LASHENKO 

Referee Bobby MADLEY (West Yorkshire) 
Assistants Rob EMERY (Norfolk) & Paul BOWER (Hampshire) 


